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Citizens Committee Releases Quality of Life Survey Results

Photo Project Celebrates Crown Heights Community
A new photo exhibition chronicling the daily lives of more than a dozen youth 
and adult community leaders from the Crown Heights section of Brooklyn is 
now open.  The photos depict the lives of these two and the neighborhood 
they share.  The artwork is part of a neighborhood organizing program that 
Citizens Committee for New York City inaugurated in Crown Heights to 
bridge the gap between these two generations and engage youth through 
participation in an innovative resident-lead community project.

The photography project gave participants an opportunity to work with profes-
sional photographer Tom Legoff, who instructed participants and taught them 

how to create their own personal perspective through their photos. Citizens also provided each participant with 
a digital camera, organized neighborhood walkthroughs, and provided all participants with materials and guid-
ance to assemble a portfolio.  

The photographs will be available for purchase at Marcus Garvey Nursing Home on May 17th, and The Crown 
Heights Youth Collective on June 13th, both from 5-8 PM. They are also available for viewing and purchase on 
Citizens Committee’s web site: citizensnyc.org/project/crown heights photography project.  For more informa-
tion, contact Richard Brouillette, rbro@citizensnyc.org.
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Citizens Committee for New York City released the results of our annual 
survey last week, the and the story was picked up by more than a dozen 
news outlets, including the New York Post, the Daily News, and NY1. 

Citizens Committee surveyed almost 3,000 residents of every age, ethnic-
ity, and income level across all five boroughs, asking what they think of 
their neighborhoods. While residents agreed that safety from crime was 
the most important factor in making a neighborhood great, most, with the 
exception of those in the Bronx, said their own neighborhoods were safe. 
However, they rated traffic congestion as the number one problem, with 

street noise, dangerous intersections, and lack of affordable housing following closely behind.

“The good news is that New Yorkers feel increasingly safe,” said Peter H. Kostmayer, president of Citizens 
Committee, “the bad news is that we just missed an enormous opportunity to deal with what they regard as the 
number one problem, traffic congestion and all that stems from it including, bad air, noise and street safety.” 
The full survey report results may be viewed at citizensnyc.org/publications/survey_report.

Citizens Committee Takes College Road Trip with Rockaway Youth
Citizens Committee youth organizer Henry Smart, along with two 
parent chaperones and a representative from the Queens Public 
Library, took 22 high school students from The Rockaways on a 
college trip to Philadelphia at the end of March.

On the overnight trip, students visited Temple University, University 
of Pennsylvania, and Drexel University. They took college tours and 
met with student associations such as UPenn’s multicultural center 
and Drexel’s black student union. “The trip introduced these students 
to the concept of college life, and I think that we’ve piqued their 

interest enough that they will consider other college options,” said Henry Smart.
 
Fourteen of the 22 students on the trip are also a part of Citizens Committee’s Youth Organizng Program in The 
Rockaways. For more information, contact Henry Smart, hsmart@citizensnyc.org.


